INTERNATIONAL PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION

WPA Capacity Building and Training

The World Parks Academy (WPA) is a collaboration between World Urban Parks,
the open space and recreation organization, and Indiana University, one of
the USA’s leading universities in the area of parks, recreation, health, and tourism. The WPA provides competency-based certification and training programs
for parks and recreation professionals worldwide. Established in 2013 the WPA
represents a global network of parks professionals from nearly every continent and gives participants the means to share knowledge and work collaboratively toward the advancement of parks and recreation.

Certified Park Professional International (CPP-I)

WPA is developing a training curriculum to advance capabilities of agencies
and professionals in parks and recreation management. The curriculum will
build on Certified Park Professional competencies and is designed for candidates who would like to build knowledge and expertise in these areas. The
program will consist of in-person training workshops, online courses, and an
experiential requirement. Although international standards criteria will be developed for each required course, program participants and agencies involved
will be encouraged to tailor the program to their needs. A WPA mentor will be
available for assistance in choosing courses that meet program requirements.

This certification is awarded to professionals who continually impact the international profession. The four parent competencies for CPP-I certification are:
transcontinental park management, global perspective, standards-based
multidisciplinary issues, and global management approaches.

TESTIMONIALS

The Academy offers two certifications based on a candidate’s level of national
and international experience in parks and recreation management. For both
certifications, WPA uses competency-based frameworks to assess a candidate’s knowledge, skills, and abilities in the field.

Certified Park Professional (CPP)
Candidates may apply for a general CPP or a national variant of the CPP as
articulated through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with WPA. This
certification is based on an 11-competency framework used to assess candidates’ knowledge, skills, and abilities in:
• Asset management
• Landscape and amenity
horticulture
• Operations and maintenance
• Project management
• Resource management

•
•
•
•
•
•

Business acumen
Supervision
Interpretation and education
Public health
Leadership
Recreation

The WPA provides several opportunities to earn Continuing Professional Development (CPD) hours. In order to maintain certification, 30 CPD hours must be
achieved within three years of CPP/CPP-I designation.
Advance your professional development today at provalenslearning.com. The
WPA offers free monthly webinars, online courses, and opportunities to earn
CPD hours.

Become Part of an International Community of Parks and
Recreation Professionals!
Certification Programs (map of countries with certified members)

Argentina, Australia, Canada, England, France, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Japan,
New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, USA.

*All certificate holders become members of World Urban Parks and are expected to maintain ongoing
professional development.

“WPA certificate programs establish a standard for
professional development that is recognized worldwide. The partnership between Hortis and WPA creates
opportunities for young and senior professionals alike
to exchange knowledge and experience, advance their
personal professional development, and serve as leaders
in a larger national and international community. “
– Elisabeth Fournier, Secretary General Hortis,
France

“The World Parks Academy has provided me with a
forum to engage and share my experience with fellow
professionals from around the world. Achieving the
Certified Park Professional International award has
helped me to provide a peer-reviewed verification of my
achievements and continuing development as a senior
professional working in parks and green infrastructure.”
– Kevin Halpenny, Senior Parks Superintendent,
Fingal County Council, Ireland

ACADEMY OBJECTIVES

Advance the Profession World-wide

The WPA collaborates with international partners providing opportunities to build
the capacity of agency personnel and urban places. In-person workshops, monthly
webinars, and online courses are available for professional staff and are designed
by leading experts in the field of parks and recreation management.

Share Knowledge, Tools, and Expertise

WPA’s network of certified park professionals support one another as they work to
solve real world problems, improve management strategies, and to maximize the
health and social benefits of parks and public lands internationally.

Build Partnerships

WPA programs, largely supported by World Urban Parks, are growing through MOUs
and letters of articulation, now with seven countries. WPA continues to pursue
opportunities for additional international partnerships in order to provide more
nationally recognized CPPs as well as expand its conference, workshop, and online
training repertoire.

CONTACT WPA FOR PROGRAM SPECIFIC INFORMATION AND HOW TO
BECOME A PARTNER
Website: https://worldparksacademy.org
Email: worldparksacademy@gmail.com
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